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1.  ALL SAINTS DAY:

 On 1st November 
the Solemnity of all Saints is 
celebrated. It is a respect and 
honour that we give to the 
Saints who are recognised 
by the Church for their 
outstanding lives of virtues. They have left us an example as to 
how each baptized person can reach God by taking the message 
of Christ to the World. In line with Heb13:7: “Remember your 
leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the 
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.” Let us honour 
them and imitate them in our day today life. 

2.  KARNATAKA RAJYOTSAVA:

 November 1st  has special 
significance for Karnataka as we 
celebrate the Rajyotsava of Karnataka 
State. Let us wish all the citizens of 
the State a Happy Rajyotsava and pray 
that God may bless the leaders of the 
State with wisdom and prudence to 
establish peace and prosperity in the 
State and help the people to live in 
harmony and mutual respect. Let us strive for spiritual growth 
of all our faithful who live in our State.
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3.  ALL SOULS DAY:
 On 2nd November, we 
commemorate the memory of the 
departed souls, especially those in 
purgatory. Hence, we commemorate 
all those who have gone before us 
with the sign of faith and pray for 
those who are in purgatory. We can help them by our prayers 
and good works offered for them. The Church grants a special 
plenary indulgence on 2nd November with the usual conditions 
and also partial indulgence for the whole month to those who 
visit the cemetery and pray for the deceased. Let us make the 
best use of this spiritual support which the Church grants to us. 

Note: Anyone praying for the dead in a cemetery can gain an 
indulgence applicable to the dead: a Pleanery Indulgence from 
Nov. 1st to 8th; a partial Indulgence on other days.

 On Nov. 2nd, one Pleanery Indulgence applicable to the 
dead can be gained under the usual conditions (Visit to a Church, 
Sacraments, Prayer for the Pope’s Intentions).

 Please explain to the faithful these details about the 
indulgences and encourage them to pray for the souls in 
purgatory. It is also a good tradition in the Catholic Church to 
offer Holy Masses for the repose of the deceased members of 
our family, friends and benefactors. It is also an act of gratitude 
to them for all the contributions they have made to us while they 
were on earth. Let us also pray for a happy death through the 
intercession of Mother Mary and St. Joseph.

4.  SECOND WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 
 The Vatican has presented the second 
World Day of the Poor, scheduled to take place 
this year on Sunday, November 18. The slogan 
for this day is from Psalm 34:6 - “This poor man 
called out, and the Lord heard him.” Pope Francis 
is urging all Christians to combat indifference 
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to the suffering and marginalized.  The World Day of the Poor 
was instituted by Pope Francis in 2017 to provide aid for the 
disadvantaged in the Eternal City and spread awareness 
worldwide. Let us have a special liturgy to pray for the poor and 
needy and bring joy in them by our share and care. It is not just a 
special day for charity, but learning to accept and make the poor 
feel as part of our human family. It is very important that we 
become poor and share with the needy, as Jesus did. “He became 
man in all things except sin” – Heb 4:15. Let us organize activities 
to celebrate this occasion.You will find the message of the World 
day of the Poor, in the annexure – 1 of this bulletin.

5.  SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING:
 On Sunday, 25th November 2018 we 
celebrate the solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ-the King of the Universe. It is a day 
to surrender ourselves as the citizens of His 
Kingdom and as sheep of His flock. He is the 
Lord and Master who has to reign our hearts 
and home to have peace and joy in life. On 
this day, it is recommended to have at least an 
hour of Adoration of the Holy Eucharist and pray for each other, 
specially for the peace in the world.

6.  ADVENT: A SEASON TO SHARE:

 With first Sunday of 
Advent, a new liturgical year 
begins. The Church continues her 
journey, and invites us to reflect 
more intensely on the mystery of 
Christ – a mystery that is always 
new and that time cannot exhaust. 
Advent is a time of hope. It is a hope that stimulates vigilance 
in prayer, fostered by a loving expectation; and concrete charity.   
We begin the season of Advent with some resolutions, keeping 
the spirit of the Church. As Advent is the season to share with the 



7

poor and less-fortunate, I request you all to share with the poor 
and needy, in whatever form you can. May Mother Mary, guide 
us on the way, helping everyone in true Christian spirit. Let us 
share and care others, and teach others too to do the same. 

 You will find the Novena Prayer for Christmas which can 
be held from 16th Dec. to 24th Dec.  in the Annexure – 2 of this 
Bulletin. I wish you all a very fruitful season of Advent.

7.  COMMUNIO INDIA SUNDAY:
 World Communio Sunday 
offers us a distinctive opportunity 
to experience Holy Communion 
in the context of the global 
community of faith. The first 
Sunday of December has become 
a time when Christians in every culture break bread and pour 
the cup to remember and affirm Christ as the Head of the 
Church. On that day, we remember that we are part of the whole 
body of believers. We celebrate the communion liturgy in a 
befitting way. World Communio Sunday can be both a profound 
worship experience and a time for learning more about our 
wider community of faith. In this line, CCBI has given a circular. 
This Circular should be read and explained on “Communio 
India Sunday”, in all our parishes, religious communities and 
institutions.

 You will find more details in the Annexure – 2 of MD 
Bulletin of October 2018.

8. IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF MARY:

 On 8th of December, 
we celebrate the Solemnity 
of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.  It is a day 
to commemorate the 
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extraordinary intervention by which the heavenly Father 
preserved her from original sin, the One who would become 
the Mother of His Son. The Mother leads us to her Son. On this 
this day let us consecrate our diocese, parishes, communities, 
families and ourselves to the immaculate Heart of Mother Mary 
for protection and her care.

9.  SOLEMNITY OF CHRISTMAS - A 
TIME TO REJOICE:
 At this time of year, we 
look back at the 12 months gone 
by, enjoying the good times, while 
acknowledging the difficult times as 
well. We all know the whole world 
celebrates Christmas because ‘Jesus is the reason for the season.’ 
I pray that the peace of Christ will be with you all.

 When we move beyond the little baby in the crib, it is very 
challenging. It calls us to be people of faith, to be people of love. 
It calls us to reach out to other people: may be our neighbours, 
the needy, sick, refugees, poor people, the homeless, may be 
those that need a visit around this time of year. This makes the 
coming of Lord felt in many hearts.

 At this time of profound religious significance, I pray 
that the baby Jesus be born in our land, in our homes, in our 
hearts and souls. I wish - Peace, joy, health, happiness, along 
with many blessings and graces to all on Christmas and a joyful 
and fulfilling New Year 2019.

10. INFORMATIONS:

I.  LITURGICAL CALENDAR:

The New Liturgical Calendar will 
be available from the second week 
of November.  All the parishes and 
religious communities may contact 
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the deans for the same. For additional copies, please contact the 
diocesan office or the Aaradhana Liturgical Centre in cathedral 
campus. I take this opportunity to thank Very Rev. Fr. J. B. Xavier, 
Rev. Fr. Joseph Mari A. and their team of the Diocesan Liturgical 
commission for their service in preparing the ORDO. Please 
encourage the laity to use the same in the family prayers and to 
prepare for Liturgical celebrations.

II.  BOOK OF BLESSINGS IN KANNADA

The Regional Liturgical Commission 
has translated and published the Book 
of Blessings in Kannada and is now 
available for our use. The Book is the first 
official translation prepared by KRCBC 
and approved by Rome, and it contains 
the rites of 40 blessings for various 
occasions. It is priced at Rs. 750/-. Since 
the book is rather big to carry around, 
a smaller booklet containing the Order 
for the Annual Blessing of Families and 
Rite of Communion to the sick is printed and will be offered 
as a complimentary copy along with each copy of the Book of 
Blessings. I exhort all parish priests to purchase a copy of the 
Book of Blessings and keep it in the Parish. Kindly place your 
order with Rev. Fr. James Dominic – Financial Administrator, 
Bishop’s House, Mysore. (Mobile No: 9448218702).

 I Congratulate and thank Very Rev. Fr. J. B. Xavier and his 
team for this great contribution to the Church in Karnataka.

III. TERCENTENARY DEATH ANNIVERSARY OF RAJENDRA SWAMY SJ:

Our Diocese is blessed to have the Shrine of Very Rev. Fr. Antonio 
Maria Platey popularly known as Rajendra Swamy. This year is 
his Tercentenary (300th Year) of Death Anniversary, which will 
have its finale celebration on 8th October 2019. The Diocesan 
Priests Council and the College of Consulters have proposed 
to send the details to Holy See for the cause of beatification             
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and canonization of Rajendra Swamy. The 
petition was submitted to the Karnataka 
Regional Catholic Bishop’s Conference 
(KRCBC) and by the grace of God the NOC is 
granted by the KRCBC.  Now we have sent the 
documents to Holy See for the promotion of 
Rajendra Swamy to be declared as Servant 
of God and beyond. Because of the long 
standing living tradition of Rajendra Swamy 
of Chikkarasinakere and the faith of the devotees for the last 
three centuries, the Diocese is fully convinced that it is a fitting 
time to celebrate and pray for the purpose of beatification and 
canonization of this Saintly Jesuit Missionary.  The devotees 
have been receiving several favours through the intercession of 
Rajendra Swamy and many miracles have occurred during the 

last three centuries. Let us encourage our 
Diocesan faithful to visit this Shrine and 
get the blessings of God. Let us continue to 
pray for the cause of this Missionary Priest.

 For more details kindly contact Rev. 
Fr. William Pinto, Priest-in-Charge, Rajendra 
Swamy Shrine, Chikkarasinakere, Maddur 
Taluk, Mandya – 571 422. Mobile: 9844002994. 
E-mail : rajendraswamysj@gmail.com

IV. CLERGY MEETING:

 The next Clergy meeting will be held on 11th and 12th 

December 2018 at Catholic Centre, Bannimantap, Mysuru. We 
shall gather on December 11th morning at 9:30 am. The meeting 
will end with lunch on 12th December - 2018. The theme for 
discussion is “Sexual Abuse & Child Right Protection.” The topic 
is very important and the need of the hour for knowledge and 
understanding the seriousness of it and to act accordingly. This 
will be animated by Rev. Fr. Konrad Noronha SJ.  All are requested 
to participate actively in the meeting to benefit personally and 
also to help the faithful in our parishes and the staff in our 
Institutions.
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V   IN-CHARGE DIOCESAN CURIA MEMBER: 

 The growth and progress of the diocese at Parish and 
Institutions level depend on better co-ordination and co-
operation between the central and local administration.  This will 
help for better decision making, implementation and success at 
every level in the diocese.  Presently, the deans, parish priests and 
the priests-in-charge of the parishes and institutions are doing 
their best in this regard.  To make it more result-oriented, I am 
appointing each of the diocesan curia member to be in-charge 
of one or few zones at deaneries level in the four civil districts.  
They will be over all in-charge in matters of ministries such as 
pastoral, educational, social, properties, grants of minorities and 
foreign contribution, implementation of construction projects, 
etc.  They will be co-ordinating with the deans, priests, religious 
and the laity to attend in various apostolate.  Thereby the bishop 
and the concerned administrative bodies of the diocese, will 
be able to interact and attend at the earliest to the needs of the 
place to the best of the ability.  This is to make it more practical, 
interactive and effective, whereby there is better connectivity 
for the growth of the diocese.  The following are the details of the 
diocesan curia members who will be in-charge of the particular 
zones of the deaneries in the concerned civil districts :

 I request all the priests, religious and laity to co-operate 
and co-ordinate well with them.  Let us interact and involve 
for better diocesan administration and ministry to the people 
entrusted to us.  

CURIA MEMBER
Rev. Msgr. C. Rayappa

Rev. Msgr. Leslie Moras
Rev. Fr. James Dominic
Rev. Fr. Vincent Monteiro

ZONES 
Chamarajanagar, Kollegal
& Martalli
Mercara & Virajpet
Mandya
Mysore & Hunsur

DEANERIES 
Chamarajanagar
& Kollegal 
Kodagu
Mandya
Mysore & Hunsur

DISTRICT 
Chamarajanagar

Kodagu
Mandya
Mysore
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V.  ANNUAL RETURNS:

 Every year each Diocese has to send the Annual Returns 
of the Diocese to Vatican by the end of February. Hence I request 
all the diocesan as well as religious priests, sisters and brothers 
to make arrangements to prepare the forms (A-J) and send the 
annual returns by 15th of January 2018 in two copies to the 
Chancellor, Bishop’s House, Mysuru. Please do not delay.

11. JESUS YOUTH: A CATHOLIC YOUTH MOVEMENT: 

 Jesus Youth is an 
International Catholic Youth 
Movement with Charismatic 
spirituality, approved by the 
Holy see in the year 2016. 
Over the years the movement 
has grown and developed in a 
mighty way. On October 19, 20 
& 21 the Jesus Youth Movement celebrated Silver Jubilee of its 
existence in Karnataka with a theme “Harvest.” It was held at 
Christ College, Bengaluru. Nearly 1000 youth gathered from 
different parts of Karnataka and many from Mysore diocese. 
Jesus Youth spirituality lays emphasis on 6 pillars namely, daily 
Prayers, word of God, Sacraments, Evangelization, Option for the 
Poor and Fellowship with Christ. Let us encourage our youth in 
our Parishes and Institutions to partake in this movement and 
connect their lives with the Lord and the Church. 

 I thank and congratulate Mr.  Aldrin, the Co-Ordinator 
from Ganjam Parish and the organizers of Harvest-2018 Silver 
Jubilee programme of Jesus Youth.

12. CBCI OFFICE OF EDUCATION AND CULTURE:   

 The “All Indian Catholic Education Policy (AICEP) 2007” is 
already ten years old. The CBCI office for education and culture 
has suggested a revision of the Catholic Church’s Education 
Policy keeping in view the past experiences and move forward. 
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 To keep up this 
momentum and the keen 
interest created across the 
country, our educational 
institutions must fulfil the 
Teaching Mission of the 
Church by empowering our 
Institutions, so that they 
can become the face of the 
compassionate concern of 
Christ for young people, especially the poor. Even the government 
too is working towards a new policy which may be promulgated 
anytime now. However, the launching of Policy will take couple 
of years to complete the revised “All Indian Catholic Education 
Policy.” 

 At the completion of 10 years of All Indian Education Policy, 
CBCI have planned to launch a national level commemorative 
quiz for schools named “CBCI Educational Mastermind” to 
further create awareness about the Catholic Education Policy. 
The quiz will be on constitutional and moral values. For more 
details kindly visit: www.cbcieducationmasterminds.com or 
contact Rev. Fr. Vijay Kumar, MDES Secretary on his Mobile – 
9740787866.

13. KODAGU RELIEF FUND:

 In continuation to 
our previous report in the 
MDB 05/2018, Oct-2018 –
you will find the details of 
the activities done by the 
Diocese of Mysore with the 
co-operation of Organization 
for the Development of the 
People(ODP) for the relief of Flood Disaster in Kodagu, from 24th 
September to 27th October, 2018, and the list of the Donors, in 
the annexure - 3 of this bulletin. 
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14. BLESSINGS AND INAUGURATIONS:

 Bannimantap: On 3rd of October, the New Academic 
year for the St. Joseph’s School/College of Nursing was held. 
I congratulate Rev. Fr. George Martiz for the initiative he took 
to get the permission from Government of Karnataka to start 
GNM Courses in our St. Joseph’s School of Nursing. I wish all the 
best for the staff and students. Please encourage our Catholic 
students for admission to school of Nursing as few more seats 
are available.

 Jayalakshmipuram: on 22nd of October, a New 
Conference hall was blessed and inaugurated in St. Joseph’s 
Educational Complex, Jayalakshmipuram. I congratulate Rev. Fr. 
Vijay Kumar – MDES Secretary for the same.

 Bastipura: on 28th of October          
St. Anthony of Padua was blessed and 
inaugurated at Bastipura, the Sub-Station 
of Kollegal Parish. I thank and congratulate 
Rev. Fr. Xavier M., the Minority Department 
of Karnataka Government and the donors 
for the beautiful and spacious chapel.
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 Mysore South: On 31st of October, the Maternity Block 
of St. Mary’s Hospital, Mysore South of SMMI Congregation was 
blessed and inaugurated. I congratulate the Provincial Superior, 
the community Superior and the members for the beautiful 
Hospital and the medical ministries they are rendering in 
Mysore South.

15.  BIRTH DAYS:
 The following priests of our Diocese have their Birthdays 
during the months of November & December. Our Prayerful 
wishes to them.

NOVEMBER
01 - Rev. Fr. Maria Xavier
05 - Rev. Fr. M. Anthappa
07 - Rev. Fr. Durai Swamy
11- Rev. Fr. Anthony Raju J. 
14 - Rev. Fr. J. B. Xavier & Rev. Fr. Anthony Raj E.
15 - Rev. Msgr. C. Rayappa
16 - Rev. Fr. Gnana Prakash
17 - Rev. Frs. J. Rayappa
23 - Rev. Fr. Dayananda Prabhu
29 - Rev. Fr. Michael Mari 

DECEMBER
05 - Rev. Fr. Sebastian Gilbert
06 - Rev. Fr. Joseph Alexander
12 - Rev. Fr. Gilbert D’Silva & Rev. Fr. Thomas Chinnappa
13 - Rev. Fr. Raphael M. Colaco
14 - Rev. Fr. Issac Rathnakar N.S
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17 - Rev. Fr. Louis Noronha
19 - Rev. Fr. Wilfred. A
20 - Rev. Fr. Sanjay Kumar
22 - Rev. Fr. Patrick Xavier & Rev. Fr. Joy Chirackal CMI
24 - Rev. Fr. Aloysius Menezes
28 - Rev. Fr. Praveen Kumar P.
29 - Rev. Fr. Thomas Becket D’Souza
30 - Rev. Fr. Naveen Kumar
31 - Rev. Fr. A. Siluvainathan & Rev. Fr. Christopher Claret

 We also wish a happy birthday to all the Religious 
fathers, brothers and sisters who celebrate their birthdays in the 
months of November & December.

16. NACROLOGY :
 We fondly remember the Mysore Diocesan Priests on 
their death anniversary during the months of November & December. 
With gratitude we pray for the departed for their service.

NOVEMBER 

22-11- 2001 - Rev. Fr. Jean Simon
25-11- 2006 - Rev. Fr. Thomas Ezhanikat
26-11- 2006 - Rev. Fr. Henry D’Mello

DECEMBER
01-12-1989 - Rev. Fr. Jean Jacquet
02-12-1956 - Rev. Fr. Graton Alcime
02-12-1980 - Rev. Msgr. Hermon D’Souza
02-12-1992 - Rev. Fr. Lessard Etinne
06-12-2012 - Rev. Fr. Andre Fleury
11-12-1957 - Rev. Fr. P. S. Fernandes
13-12-2003 - Rev. Fr. John Joseph Thelly

We also pray for the departed souls of religious priests, brothers 
and sisters on their death anniversary in the months of 
November & December for their service in our Diocese.
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS FOR THE MONTH OF 
NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2018
November- 2018
01 – Holy Mass at St. Mary’s Minor Seminary, Mysuru
02 – Requiem Mass at Gandhinagar Catholic Cemetery, Mysuru
03 – MDCCRS Meeting at Catholic Centre, Mysuru
04 – Confirmation at St. Francis Xavier Church, Hunsur
05 – Diocesan Finance Commitee & College of Consulters Meetings at Mysuru
05 – Inaguration & blessing of new school building at Pushpagiri
06 – Faculty Exams at Prabodhana, Mysuru
08 – UFS New Convent Building Blessing at Suntikoppa
09 – MSFS Home Day Celebration at Kengeri
10 – Honouring of Catholic Meritorious Students at St. Matthias’ Auditorium, Mysuru
11 to 15 – Personal Retreat
16 – Golden Jubilee Celebrations at Apostolic Carmel Convent & School, Nanjanagud
17 - Golden Jubilee Celebrations at UFS Shanthi Convent & School, Shanthipura
19 to 21 – KRCBC Meeting at Bengaluru
22 – Final Profession of SMMI Sisters at Mysore South
24 – Inauguration of Presbytery at Martalli
24 – Annual day at St. Joseph’s Central School, Yelwal
25 – Migrants Get-Together at St. Philomena’s College, Mysuru

December-2018
01 – Recollection to Formees at Sannidhi, Mysuru
02 – Mysore Diocesan Level Carol Singing Competion at Mysuru
05 – Holy Mass at St. Mary’s Minor Seminary, Mysuru
08 – Governing Body Meeting at ODP, Mysuru
08 – Notre Dame P.U. College Building Inaguration at Mysuru
09 – Carmel Catholic Carol Singing Competetion at Mysuru
09 – St. Francis Xavier Parish Golden Jubilee Celebration at Hunsur
10 to 11 – Diocesan Clergy Conference at Mysuru
15 – Annual day at St. Joseph’s School (CBSE) at Jayalakshmipuram
18 – St. Joseph’s Hospital Trust Meeting at Mysuru
18 – Christmas Programme at St. Philomina’s College, Mysuru
20 – Annual day at St. Rossello’s Central School, Mysuru
22 – Priestly Ordination (SDB) at Virajpet
22 – Christmas Programme at ODP, Mysuru
24 – Mid-Night Mass at Cathedral, Mysuru
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25 – Christmas Masses at Cathedral, Mysuru
27 – 44th Indian Sociological Conference at Mysuru
30 – Holy Mass at Marianiketan, Mysuru
31 – New Year Vigil Mass at Cathedral, Mysuru
 

Annexture – 1

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
SECOND WORLD DAY OF THE POOR

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
18th November 2018

1. “This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him” (Ps 34:6). 
The words of the Psalmist become our own whenever we are 
called to encounter the different conditions of suffering and 
marginalization experienced by so many of our brothers and 
sisters whom we are accustomed to label generically as “the 
poor”. The Psalmist is not alien to suffering; quite the contrary. 
He has a direct experience of poverty and yet transforms it into 
a song of praise and thanksgiving to the Lord. Psalm 34 allows us 
today, surrounded as we are by many different forms of poverty, 
to know those who are truly poor. It enables us to open our eyes 
to them, to hear their cry and to recognize their needs.

We are told, in the first place, that the Lord listens to the poor 
who cry out to him; he is good to those who seek refuge in him, 
whose hearts are broken by sadness, loneliness and exclusion. 
The Lord listens to those who, trampled in their dignity, still find 
the strength to look up to him for light and comfort. He listens 
to those persecuted in the name of a false justice, oppressed by 

Sd/-
 Most  Rev. Dr. K. A. Willliam

Bishop of Mysore
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policies unworthy of the name, and terrified by violence, yet 
know that God is their Saviour. What emerges from this prayer 
is above all the sense of abandonment and trust in a Father who 
can hear and understand. Along these same lines, we can better 
appreciate the meaning of Jesus’ words, “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 5:3).

This experience, unique and in many ways undeserved and 
inexpressible, makes us want to share it with others, especially 
those who, like the Psalmist, are poor, rejected and marginalized. 
No one should feel excluded from the Father’s love, especially 
in a world that often presents wealth as the highest goal and 
encourages self-centredness.

2. Psalm 34 uses three verbs to describe the poor man in his 
relationship with God. First of all, “to cry”. Poverty cannot be 
summed up in a word; it becomes a cry that rises to heaven and 
reaches God. What does the cry of the poor express, if not their 
suffering and their solitude, their disappointment and their 
hope? We can ask ourselves how their plea, which rises to the 
presence of God, can fail to reach our own ears, or leave us cold 
and indifferent. On this World Day of the Poor, we are called to 
make a serious examination of conscience, to see if we are truly 
capable of hearing the cry of the poor.

To hear their voice, what we need is the silence of people who 
are prepared to listen. If we speak too much ourselves, we will 
be unable to hear them. At times I fear that many initiatives, 
meritorious and necessary in themselves, are meant more to 
satisfy those who undertake them than to respond to the real cry 
of the poor. When this is the case, the cry of the poor resounds, 
but our reaction is inconsistent and we become unable to 
empathize with their condition. We are so trapped in a culture 
that induces us to look in the mirror and pamper ourselves, that 
we think that an altruistic gesture is enough, without the need 
to get directly involved.
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3. The second verb is “to answer”. The Psalmist tells us that the 
Lord does not only listen to the cry of the poor, but responds. 
His answer, as seen in the entire history of salvation, is to share 
lovingly in the lot of the poor. So it was when Abram spoke to 
God of his desire for offspring, despite the fact that he and his 
wife Sarah were old in years and had no children (cf. Gen 15:1-
6). So too when Moses, in front of a bush that burned without 
being consumed, received the revelation of God’s name and the 
mission to free his people from Egypt (Ex 3:1-15). This was also 
the case during Israel’s wandering in the desert, in the grip of 
hunger and thirst (cf. Ex 16:1-6; 17:1-7), and its falling into the 
worst kind of poverty, namely, infidelity to the covenant and 
idolatry (cf. Ex 32:1-14).

God’s answer to the poor is always a saving act that heals wounds 
of body and soul, restores justice and helps to live life anew in 
dignity. God’s answer is also a summons to those who believe in 
him to do likewise, within the limits of what is humanly possible. 
The World Day of the Poor wishes to be a small answer that the 
Church throughout the world gives to the poor of every kind and 
in every land, lest they think that their cry has gone unheard. 
It may well be like a drop of water in the desert of poverty, yet 
it can serve as a sign of sharing with those in need, and enable 
them to sense the active presence of a brother or a sister. The 
poor do not need intermediaries, but the personal involvement 
of all those who hear their cry. The concern of believers in their 
regard cannot be limited to a kind of assistance – as useful and 
as providential as this may be in the beginning – but requires 
a “loving attentiveness” (Evangelii Gaudium, 199) that honours 
the person as such and seeks out his or her best interests.

4. The third verb is “to free”. In the Bible, the poor live in the 
certainty that God intervenes on their behalf to restore their 
dignity. Poverty is not something that anyone desires, but is 
caused by selfishness, pride, greed and injustice. These are evils 
as old as the human race itself, but also sins in which the innocent 
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are caught up, with tragic effects at the level of social life. God’s 
act of liberation is a saving act for those who lift up to him their 
sorrow and distress. The bondage of poverty is shattered by the 
power of God’s intervention. Many of the Psalms recount and 
celebrate this history of salvation mirrored in the personal life of 
the poor: “For he has not despised or abhorred the affliction of 
the afflicted; and he has not hid his face from him, but has heard, 
when he cried to him” (Ps 22:24). The ability to see God’s face 
is a sign of his friendship, his closeness and his salvation. “You 
have seen my affliction, you have taken heed of my adversities… 
you have set my feet in a broad place” (Ps 31:7-8). To offer the 
poor a “broad space” is to set them free from the “snare of the 
fowler” (Ps 91:3); it is to free them from the trap hidden on their 
path, so that they can move forward with serenity on the path 
of life. God’s salvation is a hand held out to the poor, a hand 
that welcomes, protects and enables them to experience the 
friendship they need. From this concrete and tangible proximity, 
a genuine path of liberation emerges. “Each individual Christian 
and every community is called to be an instrument of God for 
the liberation and promotion of the poor, and for enabling them 
to be fully a part of society. This demands that we be docile and 
attentive to the cry of the poor and to come to their aid” (Evangelii 
Gaudium, 187).

5. I find it moving to know that many poor people identify with 
the blind beggar Bartimaeus mentioned by the evangelist Mark 
(cf. 10:46-52). Bartimaeus “was sitting by the roadside to beg” 
(v. 46); having heard that Jesus was passing by, “he began to 
cry out and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me’” (v. 47). 
“Many rebuked him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out 
all the more” (v. 48). The Son of God heard his plea and said: 
“What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, 
“Master,let me receive my sight” (v. 51). This Gospel story makes 
visible what the Psalm proclaims as a promise. Bartimaeus is 
a poor person who finds himself lacking things as essential as 
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sight and the ability to work for a living. How many people today 
feel in the same situation! Lack of basic means of subsistence, 
marginalization due to a reduced capacity for work, various 
forms of social enslavement, despite all our human progress… 
How many poor people today are like Bartimaeus, sitting on 
the roadside and looking for meaning in their lives! How many 
of them wonder why they have fallen so far and how they can 
escape! They are waiting for someone to come up to them and 
say: “Take heart; rise, he is calling you” (v. 49).

Sadly, the exact opposite often happens, and the poor hear voices 
scolding them, telling them to be quiet and to put up with their 
lot. These voices are harsh, often due to fear of the poor, who are 
considered not only destitute but also a source of insecurity and 
unrest, an unwelcome distraction from life as usual and needing 
to be rejected and kept afar. We tend to create a distance between 
them and us, without realizing that in this way we are distancing 
ourselves from the Lord Jesus, who does not reject the poor, 
but calls them to himself and comforts them. The words of the 
Prophet Isaiah telling believers how to conduct themselves are 
most apt in this case. They are “to loose the bonds of wickedness, 
to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free and to 
break every yoke… to share bread with the hungry and bring the 
homeless and poor into the house… to cover the naked” (58:6-
7). Such deeds allow sin to be forgiven (cf. 1 Pet 4:8) and justice 
to take its course. They ensure that when we cry to the Lord, he 
will answer and say: “Here I am!” (cf. Is 58:9).

6. The poor are the first to recognize God’s presence and to 
testify to his closeness in their lives. God remains faithful to 
his promise; and even in the darkness of the night, he does not 
withhold the warmth of his love and consolation. However, for 
the poor to overcome their oppressive situation, they need to 
sense the presence of brothers and sisters who are concerned for 
them and, by opening the doors of their hearts and lives, make 
them feel like friends and family. Only in this way can the poor 



23

discover “the saving power at work in their lives” and “put them 
at the centre of the Church’s pilgrim way” (Evangelii Gaudium, 198).

On this World Day, we are asked to fulfil the words of the Psalm: 
“The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied” (Ps 22:26). We know 
that in the Temple of Jerusalem, after the rites of sacrifice, a 
banquet was held. It was this experience that, in many dioceses 
last year, enriched the celebration of the first World Day of the 
Poor. Many people encountered the warmth of a home, the joy 
of a festive meal and the solidarity of those who wished to sit 
together at table in simplicity and fraternity. I would like this 
year’s, and all future World Days, to be celebrated in a spirit of 
joy at the rediscovery of our capacity for togetherness. Praying 
together as a community and sharing a meal on Sunday is 
an experience that brings us back to the earliest Christian 
community, described by the evangelist Luke in all its primitive 
simplicity: “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers… And 
all who believed were together and had all things in common; 
and they sold their possessions and goods and distributed them 
to all, as any had need” (Acts 2:42.44-45).

7. Countless initiatives are undertaken every day by the Christian 
community in order to offer closeness and a helping hand in the 
face of the many forms of poverty all around us. Often too, our 
cooperation with other initiatives inspired not by faith but by 
human solidarity, make it possible for us to provide help that 
otherwise we would have been unable to offer. The realization 
that in the face of so much poverty our capacity for action is 
limited, weak and insufficient, leads us to reach out to others so 
that, through mutual cooperation, we can attain our goals all the 
more effectively. We Christians are inspired by faith and by the 
imperative of charity, but we can also acknowledge other forms 
of assistance and solidarity that aim in part for the same goals, 
provided that we do not downplay our specific role, which is to 
lead everyone to God and to holiness. Dialogue between different 
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experiences, and humility in offering our cooperation without 
seeking the limelight, is a fitting and completely evangelical 
response that we can give.

In the service of the poor, there is no room for competition. 
Rather, we should humbly recognize that the Spirit is the source 
of our actions that reveal God’s closeness and his answer to our 
prayers. When we find ways of drawing near to the poor, we 
know that the primacy belongs to God, who opens our eyes and 
hearts to conversion. The poor do not need self-promoters, but 
a love that knows how to remain hidden and not think about all 
the good it has been able to do. At the centre must always be the 
Lord and the poor. Anyone desirous of serving is an instrument 
in God’s hands, a means of manifesting his saving presence. 
Saint Paul recalled this when he wrote to the Christians in 
Corinth who competed for the more prestigious charisms: “The 
eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you,’ nor again 
the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you’” (1 Cor 12:21). Paul 
makes an important point when he notes that the apparently 
weaker parts of the body are in fact the most necessary (cf. v. 
22), and that those “we think less honourable we invest with 
the greater honour, and our unpresentable parts are treated 
with greater modesty, which our more presentable parts do not 
require” (vv. 23-24). Paul offers the community a basic teaching 
about charisms, but also about the attitude it should have, in the 
light of the Gospel, towards its weaker and needier members. 
Far be it from Christ’s disciples to nurture feelings of disdain or 
pity towards the poor. Instead, we are called to honour the poor 
and to give them precedence, out of the conviction that they are 
a true presence of Jesus in our midst. “As you did it to one of the 
least of these my brethren, you did it to me” (Mt 25:40).

8. Here we can see how far our way of life must be from that 
of the world, which praises, pursues and imitates the rich and 
powerful, while neglecting the poor and deeming them useless 
and shameful. The words of the Apostle Paul invite us to a fully 
evangelical solidarity with the weaker and less gifted members 
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of the body of Christ: “If one member suffers, all suffer together; 
if one member is honoured, all rejoice together” (1 Cor 12:26). 
In his Letter to the Romans, Paul also tells us: “Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with 
one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly” 
(12:15-16). This is the vocation of each of Christ’s followers; 
the ideal for which we must constantly strive is ever greater 
conformity to the “mind of Jesus Christ” (Phil 2:5).

9. Faith naturally inspires a message of hope. Often it is precisely 
the poor who can break through our indifference, born of a 
worldly and narrow view of life. The cry of the poor is also a cry 
of hope that reveals the certainty of future liberation. This hope 
is grounded in the love of God, who does not abandon those 
who put their trust in him (cf. Rom 8:31-39). As Saint Teresa 
of Avila writes in The Way of Perfection: “Poverty comprises 
many virtues. It is a vast domain. I tell you, whoever despises 
all earthly goods is master of them all” (2:5). It is in the measure 
in which we are able to discern authentic good that we become 
rich before God and wise in our own eyes and in those of others. 
It is truly so. To the extent that we come to understand the true 
meaning of riches, we grow in humanity and become capable of sharing.

10. I invite my brother bishops, priests, and especially deacons, 
who have received the laying on of hands for the service of the 
poor (cf. Acts 6:1-7), as well as religious and all those lay faithful 
– men and women – who in parishes, associations and ecclesial 
movements make tangible the Church’s response to the cry of 
the poor, to experience this World Day as a privileged moment 
of new evangelization. The poor evangelize us and help us each 
day to discover the beauty of the Gospel. Let us not squander 
this grace-filled opportunity. On this day, may all of us feel that 
we are in debt to the poor, because, in hands outstretched to 
one another, a salvific encounter can take place to strengthen 
our faith, inspire our charity and enable our hope to advance 
securely on our path towards the Lord who is to come.

 Pope Francis.
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Annexure – 2

NOVENA PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS
(16th - 24th  Dec)

DUÀªÀÄ£À PÁ®zÀ «±ÉÃµÀ £ÀªÉÃ£À ¥ÁæxÀð£É
(16 jAzÀ 24 r¸ÉA§gïgÀ ªÀgÉUÉ)

¥Áæyð¸ÉÆÃt :

	 ¸ÀªÀð±ÀPÀÛgÁzÀ	 ¤vÀåzÉÃªÀgÉ,	 ¤ÃªÀÅ	 £ÀªÀÄUÉ	 ªÀiÁrgÀÄªÀ	 ¥ÀæwAiÉÆAzÀÄ	
M¼ÉîAiÀÄ	 PÁAiÀÄðUÀ½UÁV	 ºÁUÀÄ	 ¤ÃrgÀÄªÀ	 C£ÀÄUÀæºÀUÀ½UÁV	 £ÁªÀÅ	 ¤ªÀÄä£ÀÄß	
ªÀA¢¹,	 £À«Ä¸ÀÄvÉÛÃªÉ.	 £ÀªÀÄä	 D¢	 ¦vÀæjUÉ	 ¤ªÀÄä	 ¥À«vÀæ	 ªÁPÀåzÀ	 ªÀÄÄSÁAvÀgÀ,	
£ÀªÀÄUÁV	 gÀPÀëPÀgÀ£ÀÄß	 PÀ¼ÀÄ»¹PÉÆqÀÄªÀÅzÁV	 ªÁUÁÝ£À	 ªÀiÁr¢ÝÃj.	 ¤ªÀÄä	 ¥ÀÅvÀægÀ	
DUÀªÀÄ£ÀPÁÌV,	ªÀÄ£ÀÄPÀÄ®ªÀ£ÀÄß	¹zÀÞ¥Àr¸À®Ä	¤ÃªÀÅ	Dj¹PÉÆAqÀ	d£ÁAUÀPÁÌV	-	
AiÀiÁdPÀgÀÄ,	¥ÀæªÁ¢UÀ¼ÀÄ	ºÁUÀÄ	CgÀ¸ÀgÀÄUÀ½UÁV	¤ªÀÄUÉ	PÀÈvÀdÕvÉUÀ¼À£ÀÄß	̧ À°è¸ÀÄvÉÛÃªÉ.	
CAvÉAiÉÄÃ,	 ¤ªÀÄä	 KPÉÊPÀ	 ¥ÀÅvÀægÀ£ÀÄß	 £ÀªÀÄUÉ	 ¤ÃrzÀPÁÌV	 ¸ÀÄÛw,	 ¸ÉÆÛÃvÀæªÀ£ÀÄß	
¸À°è¸ÀÄvÉÛÃªÉ.	CzÉÃjÃw	F	DUÀªÀÄ£À	PÁ®ªÀ£ÀÄß	£ÀªÀÄUÉ	¤ÃqÀÄªÀÅzÀgÀ	ªÀÄÄSÁAvÀgÀ,	
£ÁªÀÅ	 ¥Àæ¨sÀÄQæ¸ÀÛgÀ£ÀÄß	 £ÀªÀÄä	 ºÀÈzÀAiÀÄUÀ½UÉ	 ºÁUÀÄ	 PÀÄlÄA§UÀ½UÉ	 ¸ÁéUÀw¸À®Ä,	
£ÀªÀÄä£ÉßÃ	 ¹zÀÝ¥Àr¹PÉÆ¼ÀÄîvÁÛ,	 ¥Àj±ÀÄzÀÞvÉAiÀÄ	 ªÀiÁUÀðzÀ°è	 £ÀqÉAiÀÄÄªÀAvÉ	 ¥ÉæÃgÀuÉ	
¤ÃrgÀÄªÀÅzÀPÁÌV	 ¤ªÀÄUÉ	 ªÀAzÀ£ÉUÀ¼ÀÄ.	 F	 ¥À«vÀæ	 DUÀªÀÄ£À	 PÁ®ªÀÅ	 Qæ¸ÀÛgÀ	
¥ÀÅ£ÀgÁUÀªÀÄ£ÀPÁÌV	 £ÀªÀÄä£ÉßÃ	 ¹zÀÞ¥Àr¹PÉÆ¼ÀÄîªÀAxÀ	 PÁ®ªÁVAiÀÄÆ	 ªÀiÁ¥ÀðqÀ°.	
¤ªÀÄä	 ¥ÀÅvÀæ	 AiÉÄÃ¸ÀÄ	 Qæ¸ÀÛgÀ	 DUÀªÀÄ£ÀªÀÅ	 £ÀªÀÄä	 ¨Á½UÉ	 ±ÁAw,	 ¦æÃw	 ºÁUÀÄ	
D£ÀAzÀªÀ£ÀÄß	vÀAzÀÄPÉÆqÀÄªÀAvÁUÀ°.dUÀeÉÆåÃwAiÀiÁzÀ	Qæ¸ÀÛgÀÄ	£ÀªÉÄä®ègÀ	fÃªÀ£ÀzÀ	
PÀvÀÛ¯ÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß	 ¤ÃV¹,	 £ÀªÀÄä	 ¨Á½UÉ	 D±ÁQgÀtªÁV	 ¨É¼ÀUÀ°.	 ¨ÉvÉèºÉÃ«Ä£À	 ¥ÀÅlÖ	
AiÉÄÃ¸ÀÄ¨Á®gÀÄ	vÀªÀÄä	DUÀªÀÄ£ÀzÀ	ªÀÄÆ®PÀ	£ÀªÀÄä°ègÀÄªÀ	J¯Áè	PÀµÀÖ	-	PÁ¥ÀðtåUÀ¼ÀÄ,	
zÀÄBR	-	zÀÄUÀÄqÀªÀUÀ¼À£Éß¯Áè	¤ªÁj¸À°,	«±ÉÃµÀªÁV	(¸ÀéAvÀ	C©ü¥ÁæAiÀÄUÀ½UÁV	
¥Áæyð¸ÀÄªÀÅzÀÄ).	¥ÀgÀªÀÄ	¦vÀ£ÉÃ,	£ÀªÀÄä	EºÀzÀ	§zÀÄPÀ°è	¤ªÀÄä	gÁdåªÀÅ	§gÀ°,	¤ªÀÄä	
avÀÛªÀÅ	 £ÉgÀªÉÃgÀ°.	ªÀÄ£ÀÄµÁåªÀvÁgÀzÀ	 Qæ¸ÀÛgÀÄ	 £ÀªÀÄä°è	fÃ«¸À°.	EªÀiÁå£ÀÄªÉÃ¯ï	
-	 zÉÃªÀgÀÄ	 £ÀªÉÆäqÀ£É	 EzÁÝgÉ.	 £ÀªÉÄä®ègÀ	 ºÀÈzÀAiÀÄUÀ¼À°è	 CªÀgÀ	 ¥Àæ¸À£ÀßvÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß	
PÁtÄªÀAvÁUÀ°.	Qæ¸ÀÛdAiÀÄAwAiÀÄ	ªÀÄºÁ	ªÀÄºÉÇÃvÀìªÀ	zÉÃªÀgÀÄ	ªÀiÁ£ÀªÀgÁV	d¤¹	
£ÀªÀÄUÉ	 gÀPÀëuÉvÀgÀÄªÀAvÀºÀ	 ªÀÄºÉÇÃvÀìªÀªÉA§ÄzÀ£ÀÄß	 w½AiÀÄÄªÀAvÁUÀ°.	 £À«ÄäÃ	
¥ÁæxÀð£ÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß	¤ªÀÄä	¥ÀÅvÀæ	AiÉÄÃ¸ÀÄªÀ£ÀÄß	zsÀgÉVÃAiÀÄ®Ä	¥ÁvÀæ¼ÁzÀ	vÁ¬Ä	ªÀÄjAiÀÄ¼À	
ªÀÄÄSÁAvÀgÀ	¥Áæyð¸ÀÄvÉÛÃªÉ.	DªÉÄ£ï.

	(¸ÀéUÀðzÀ°ègÀÄªÀ	-	£ÀªÉÆÃ	ªÀÄjAiÀiÁ	-	¦vÀ£À,	¸ÀÄvÀ£À...)
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NOVENA PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS
(16th - 24th Dec) 

Let us pray :

God Almighty Father, We thank and Praise you for what you 
are to us. We thank you for the assurance of sending your Son 
to this world as Messiah, promised to our forefathers through 
the Holy Scriptures. We thank you for choosing your People 
- Priests, Prophets and Kings through whom you prepared 
the whole Humanity for the arrival of your Son Jesus. We also 
thank you for this Holy Season of Advent through which you are 
inviting us to prepare ourselves to welcome your only son Jesus 
into our hearts and our families, May this be also an occasion 
to prepare ourselves for the Second Coming of your Son Jesus 
who will come to Judge the living and the Dead. Let the coming 
of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ bring us Joy, Peace and Love. 
Let the Light of Christ dispel the darkness of our lives. Let the 
Babe of Bethlehem take away all our troubles and difficulties 
by his arrival, specially (make your personal intentions). Let 
your Kingdom come amidst us and your will be done in our 
lives. Bless us Lord, and may your Word become Felsh in our 
Lives, whereby our Hearts become the abode of His presence. 
Immanuel - God with us. Help us Lord to prepare worthily to 
celebrate Christmas - the great event of Incarnation of Christ, 
God Becoming Man for the redemption of Mankind. This we ask 
through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin mary, through 
whom you willed to send your Son, Jesus Christ amist us. Amen.

(Our Father - Hail Mary - Glory be...)
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¾¢ÕÅÕ¨¸ ¸¡Äî º¢ÈôÒ ¿Å ¿¡û ¦ƒÀõ

(ÊºõÀ÷ 16 Ä¢ÕóÐ 24 ÓÊÂ)

ÁýÈ¡Î§Å¡Á¡¸:

«ýÒ ¾ó¨¾§Â þ¨ÈÅ¡, ¯õ¨Á §À¡üÈ¢ Ò¸úóÐ 
Á¸¢¨ÁôÀÎòÐ¸¢§È¡õ. ¿£÷ ¦ºö¾ ¿ý¨Á¸ÙìÌ ¿ýÈ¢ 
ÜÚ¸¢ý§È¡õ. ¯õÓ¨¼Â ¾¢ÕÁ¸¨É ±í¸ÙìÌ 
Á£ðÀÃ¡¸ «ÛôÀ ±í¸Ù¨¼Â ã¾¡¨¾Â÷ ÅÆ¢Â¡¸ 
¾¢Õ×Çõ ¦¸¡ñÎ, þ¨ÈÅ¡ì¸¢É÷¸û, «Ãº÷¸û ÁüÚõ 
ÌÕì¸û ÅÆ¢Â¡¸ ±í¸¨Ç ¾Â¡÷ôÀÎò¾¢Â¾üì¸¡¸ 
¯ÁìÌ ¿ýÈ¢ ¦ºÖòÐ¸¢ý§È¡õ. ¿£÷ ±í¸ÙìÌ ¾ó¾ 
¾¢ÕÅÕ¨¸ì ̧ ¡Äò¾¢üÌõ, «¾ý ÅÆ¢Â¡¸ ¿£÷ ±í¸Ù¨¼Â 
þøÄò¾¢üìÌõ, ¯ûÇò¾¢üìÌõ ÅÃ þÕôÀ¾ü¸¡¸×õ, 
þó¾ ¾Â¡¡¢ôÒ ±í¸û ÁÚÅ¡úÅ¢üìÌõ, ̄ ÁÐ ¾¢ÕÁ¸É¢ý 
þÃñ¼¡õ ÅÕ¨¸ìÌõ ¬Âò¾ôÀÎò¾ ¯ÚÐ¨½Â¡¸ 
þÕôÀ¾üì¸¡¸×õ ¯ÁìÌ ¿ýÈ¢ ÜÚ¸¢ý§È¡õ.

¯õ ¾¢ÕÁ¸Û¨¼Â ÅÕ¨¸ ±í¸ÙìÌ «ýÒ, «¨Á¾¢, 
Á¸¢úîº¢ ¾ÃìÜÊÂ¾¡¸ þÕôÀ¾¡¸. ´Ç¢Â¡õ ¸¢È¢ŠÐÅ¢ý 
ÅÕ¨¸ ±í¸û Å¡úÅ¢ø þÕ¨Ç «¸üÈ¢ ´Ç¢Â¢ø Å¡Æ 
¦ºöÅ¾¡¸. «ÅÃÐ ÅÕ¨¸ ±í¸û «ýÈ¡¼ Å¡ú¨¸Â¢ø 
¸¡½ôÀÎõ ±øÄ¡ ÐýÀí¸Ç¢Ä¢ÕóÐ ±í¸¨Ç 
Å¢ÎÅ¢ôÀ¾¡¸, ÌÈ¢ôÀ¡¸ (¾É¢ôÀð¼ ¸ÕòÐ¸Ùì¸¡¸ 
¦ƒÀ¢ôÀÐ). ¾ó¨¾§Â, ¯õÓ¨¼Â þ¨ÈÂ¡ðº¢ ÅÕ¸! 
¯õÓ¨¼Â º¢ò¾õ ±í¸û Å¡úÅ¢ø ¿¢¨È× ¦ÀÚÅ¾¡¸. 
¿£÷ ±í¸¨Ç Á£ð¸ ¯õ ¾¢ÕÁ¸¨É ÁÉ¢¾Ã¡¸ ¯Ä¸¢üÌ 
«ÛôÀ¢Â Á¡¦ÀÕõ Å¢Æ¡¨Å ¾Ìó¾ Ó¨ÈÂ¢ø ¦¸¡ñ¼¡¼ 
«ÕûÒÃ¢Ôõ. þõÁ¡ýÏ§Åø-¸¼×û ¿õ§Á¡Î: 
±õÓû À¢Èì¸Å¢ÕìÌõ þ¨ÈÅ¡, ±í¸û ¯ûÇí¸¨Ç 
¯õÓ¨¼Â À¢ÈôÀ¢¼Á¡¸ Á¡üÈ «ÕûÒÃ¢Ôõ. þ¨Å 
«¨½ò¨¾Ôõ ±í¸û «ý¨É ÁÃ¢Â¡û ÅÆ¢Â¡¸ 
¯õ¨Á ¦¸ïº¢ ÁýÈ¡Î¸¢§È¡õ. ¬¦Áý

(Å¢ñÏÄ¸¢ø þÕì¸¢È - «Õû ¿¢¨Èó¾ - ¾ó¨¾ìÌõ Á¸ÛìÌõ...)
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Annexure – 3

Kodagu Flood Disaster & Relief Works : 
Extension Report – 2

24.09 2018 to 27.10.2018

1. Regular visits by director and staff 
2. Visit by 42 Seminarians from Mangalore 
3. Distribution of kits by CAF
4. Distribution of kits by Caritas India
5. Provision of Kits by the Jesuits
6. Visit of donor representatives 
7. Four proposals sent to – Caritas India, TASSOS, CAF and 

Archbishop of Delhi
8. Concept Note requesting Aid

DETAILS OF ACTIVITIES

1. Visits Made :– The ODP director and staff have made 7 visits 
to the flood affected areas in Kodagu during the reporting period 
- to plan, review and implement various flood relief activities. 
In addition 6 of ODPs field staff – the Zonal Coordinator (Mrs 
Joyce), the credit Supervisor (Mr. Suresh) and 4 Women 
Animators (Mrs. Sharmila, Mrs. Leena Lobo, Mrs. Rita Joseph 
and Mrs. VijayaNarayana) have been in constant touch with the 
flood victims – providing them with succor and comfort in a 
tireless manner.

2. Visit of Seminarians :– 42 seminarians came from Jappu 
Seminary, Mangalore Diocese,  and did survey and sramadhan 
for debris clearing and road laying in several flood affected area 
of Kodagu district from 1st to 6th October 2018. The survey 
format was prepared by ODP to collect all relevant data from 
the flood affected areas. ODP also organized their food and 
accommodation. 
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The brothers did 521 surveys in the following areas : 

Madhe Gram Panchayat - 3 villages
Galibidu Gram Panchayat - 2 villages
Makkanduru Gram Panchayat - 2 villages 
Madapura  GramPanchayat - 1 village
Madikeri town   - 4 areas
and also consolidated the data for ready reference, with the help 
of ODP staff. 

The brothers did one days 
shramadana – during which 
they cleared debris from 10 
houses in Mangaladevinagar, 
Chamundeshwarinagar and Indira 
nagar. During debri clearing 
they recovered gold ornaments 
and important documents of the 
concerned families. They also cleaned 2 houses in Indira nagar, 
to make them livable, and laid a small  kuccha road in Indira 
nagar.

3.  Distribution of Kits by CAF – 208 kits containing 15 different 
items (Blankets, Mosquito net, Water storing kit, Plastic Bucket, 
Plastic Mug, Detoll soap, Deteregent soap, Candles,  Matchbox, 
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Rice, Dal, Tarpaulin sheet, 
Cotton towel, Bed sheet, Water 
purification tablets and sanitary 
pads) were distributed on 8th of 
October 2018, in four villages of 
Somwarpet and Madekeri taluks 
by CAF representative Mr.Satish 
Kumar, Sr. Finance Manager–Projects, CAF, New Delhi and Mr. 
Pradeep, Member, Kalooru GP Madekeritaluk in Kodagu district.

Sl no Place of Gramapanchayat No. of kits
 Distribution  distributed

1 Kalloru Galeebedu 52
2 Katgeri Galeebedu 24
3 Monnegeri-2 Monnageri 67
4 Makkanduru Makkanduru 65
 TOTAL 4 GPs  208

4.  Distribution of kits by Caritas India – On 12th October 2018, 
Caritas India distributed 68 Kits in Madikeri and surrounding 
areas for the affected families. Each kit contained - Bathing & 
Washing soaps, Sanitary Pads, Cleaning material, Towels, Bed 
sheets, Blankets and Mosquito net. Every kit was costing 1599, 
total amount is Rs. 108,732.00/-.
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5.  Provision of Kits by the Jesuits 
- Collected Material from Xavier 
Sadhan,Mysore. Segreated and 
made 80 packets which includes  - 
educational materials for children, 
rice, clothes, biscuits, toothpaste, 
brush, pickle, etc. These 80 kits 
were distributed. Every kit was 
costing 975, total amount is Rs. 78,000.00/-. 

6. Visit of  Donors  – Mr. Milton from Bridge Foundation,    Mr. 
Neil D’Monte from Barnabas Fund and Mr. Kanda Philips & Mr. 
Jai Acharya from DivyashantiTrust  visited some of the flood 
affected areas of Kodagu on 24th and 25th October 2018. ODP’s 
Director and staff accompanied them for their visit

They visited a number of affected areas, interacted with the 
parish priests, affected people, children in St. Josephs convent, 
people in the shelter homes and women / youth who were 
undergoing training in handicraft making.

On 26th October 2018 there was a concluding meeting at ODP’s 
office premises – in which the donor representatives assured 
help for house construction and repairs. 

8. Proposals sent - Four proposals have been sent to – Caritas 
India, TASSOS, CAF and Archbishop of Delhi.
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Caritas
India

TASSOS

Regular monthly support 
to 78 Families   (for a 
period of 6 months) to 
enable them to rehabilitate 
and sustain themselves.
At the end of 5 months we 
will do a quick survey to 
review the status of these 
78 families and see if they 
need further support.

Education Support to 100 
Children going to school 

Caritas India has come 
forward to support 
families regularly for a 
period of time – so that 
they are enabled to tide 
over their critical period 
of displacement and un-
employment and get back 
on their feet. 
Proposal is - Under 
Process

TASSOS is ready to 
help – but primarily for 
construction / Repair of 
Housing + Toilets. Along 
with that provision of 
education materials 
for children can also be 
focused.  The flood relief 
activities need to be 
completed on or before 
28th February 2019.
Proposal will be re-drafted 
and sent

Charity
Aid
Foundation 
(CAF)

Archbishop 
of Delhi

Livelihood Enhancement

Construction of 50 Houses 
and Repair of 100 Houses 

Proposal sent to help 163 
daily wage labour families 
with capacity building, 
skill development 
and capital to start 12 
different types of income 
generating activities
Proposal is – Under Process

Proposal just sent. 
Awaiting reply
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9. Request for Aid - Concept Note has been sent to 6 persons / 
institutions, requesting for Aid to Flood Victims of Kodagu -

a) Rev. Cardinal Gracias Oswald, President – CBCI
b) Bishop Luman - President – Caritas India
c) Arch Bishop - Rev. Peter Machado of Bangalore
d) Bishop Gerald Lobo - Director - KROSS
e) Rev. Fr. Paul Manjule - Director – Caritas India
f) Rev. Fr. Marshal Malepilly, Director - SAFP

THE DAMAGE ASSESSED SO FAR

o 21 casualties
o 2,568 houses damaged incurring a loss of Rs.24.4217 crore
o 22,760 hectares of paddy and jowar crop lost
o Silt deposits have been found in 348 hectares of agricultural fields
o 41,526 hectares of coffee destroyed incurring a loss of Rs. 386 crore
o 8,690 hectares of pepper razed, causing a loss of Rs.53.5 crore
o 1,804 hectares of areca nut destroyed incurring a loss of Rs.22.56 crore
o 784 hectares of banana crop destroyed causing a loss of Rs.5.48 crore
o 559 hectares of ginger buried under debris incurring a loss of Rs.71 lakh
o Out of 60.71 kms of National Highway 275, 25.314 kms fully 

damaged. Loss: Rs.531 crore
o 74 kms of town roads damaged, causing a loss of Rs.7.5 crore
o 805 kms of State Highway and other roads damaged, 

incurring a loss of Rs.446.4869 crore
o 1,792.43 kms of rural roads damaged, causing a loss of Rs.591.8548 crore
o 406 government buildings damaged, 84 schools, 63 primary 

health centres, 160 anganawadi buildings and 99 panchayat 
buildings damaged incurring a total loss of Rs.35.2696 crore

o 2,900 electricity poles, 657 transformers damaged and 
connections of 20.88 kilometers have been snapped, 
incurring a total loss of Rs.7.8344 crore.

THANK YOU

Rev. Fr. Staney D’Almeida
Director

Organization for the Development of Poor (ODP)
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CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED FOR
KODAGU DISASTER RELIEF FUND

(1st October - 25th October 2018)

A. DIOCESAN CLERGY:

NAME OF THE DIOCESAN CLERGY  AMOUNT 
REV. FR. M. CHRISTOPHER 1,000.00
REV. FR. MARIA XAVIER 1,000.00
REV. FR. NEHRU MUTHU 2,000.00
REV. FR. NAVEEN BAL KUMAR 2,000.00
REV. FR. JOHN SEQUEIRA 2,000.00
REV. FR. BERNARD PRAKASH BARNIS 2,000.00
REV. FR. M. XAVIER 3,000.00
REV. FR. SOOSAI A. 5,000.00
REV. MSGR. LESLIE MORAS 5,000.00
REV. FR. ALFRED JOHN MENDONCA 5,000.00
REV. FR. MADALAI MUTHU 10,000.00
REV. FR. ROSHAN BABU 10,000.00
TOTAL Rs. 48,000.00

B. PARISHES:

NAME OF THE PARISH  AMOUNT 
SACRED HEART CHURCH, BESAGARAHALLI 1,500.00
SACRED HEART CHURCH, ODAKAPALLAM 3,000.00
ST. FRANCIS XAVIERS CHURCH, JELLIPALAYAM 5,000.00
O. L. OF PRESENTATION CHURCH, MARIAMANGALAM 5,600.00
HOLY CROSS CHURCH, BELWADI 8,030.00
ST. ANTONY THE HERMIT CHURCH, KARATUKOVIL 10,000.00
ST. SEBASTIAN’S CHURCH, CHETTALLI 11,550.00
ST. THOMAS CHURCH, THOMAYARPALAYAM 25,000.00
ST. ANTHONY’S CHURCH, PONNAMPET 26,000.00
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH, KOLLEGAL 33,650.00
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHEDRAL, MYSORE 35,875.00
INFANT JESUS CHURCH, PUSHPAGIRI 36,000.00 
CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA, KEDEMULLORE 40,076.00
VIRGIN OF THE POOR PARISH, MYSORE 43,605.00
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ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH, J.L.PURAM 60,026.00
ST. ANNE’S CHURCH, VIRAJET 3,29,745.00
TOTAL Rs. 6,74,657.00

C. RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES:

PROVINCIAL, CSST PROVINCIAL HOUSE, RAMANAHALLI  10,00,000.00 
ST. ANNE’S CONVENT, N. R. MOHALLA 50,440.00
ST. JOSEPH’S CONVENT, BANNIMANTAP       10,000.00 
ST. ANNE’S CONVENT, KODLIPET 10,000.00
MATHRUJOTHI CONVENT, MANDYA        5,000.00 
GURU MANDIR, MYSORE        2,000.00 
 GOOD SHEPHERD CONVENT, SANDANAPALYA        2,000.00 
HOLY CROSS CONVENT, JAKKALLI           500.00 
TOTAL Rs. 10,79,940.00

D. INSTITUTIONS:

NAME OF THE INSTITUTION  AMOUNT 
STUDENTS, ST. ANTONY’S HIGH SCHOOL, DORNAHALLI 2,325.00
STUDENTS, ST. THOMAS HR. PR. SCHOOL, THOMAYARPALAYAM 2,660.00
STAFF, ST. THOMAS HIGH SCHOOL, THOMAYARPALAYAM 3,040.00
STUDENTS, ST. THOMAS HIGH SCHOOL, THOMAYARPALAYAM 4,960.00
STAFF, ST. THOMAS HR. PR. SCHOOL, THOMAYARPALAYAM 5,340.00
ST. ANTHONY’S HIGH SCHOOL, DORNAHALLI 14,585.00
STAFF, ST. MICHAEL’S EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, MADIKERI 41,161.00
STAFF, ST. ANNE’S EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, VIRAJPET 2,60,255.00

TOTAL Rs. 3,34,360.00

E. RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS:
ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL, PERIYAPATNA 1,000.00
ANITA HIGH SCHOOL, MALAVALLI 8,000.00
ANITA PRIMARY SCHOOL, MALAVALLI 15,000.00
ST. ANTONYS HR. PR. SCHOOL, PONNAMPET 15,810.00
R.C. M. CONVENT SCHOOL, KOLLEGAL 21,860.00
NOTRE DAME SCHOOL, HINKAL 50,000.00
TOTAL Rs. 1,11,670.00
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F.  OTHERS:
NAME  AMOUNT

SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD, MUMBAI 1,50,000.00
CATHOLIC DIOCESEOFLUCKNOW 2,00,000.00
SADHBAVANA, CARMELITE PROVINCIALATE, BANGALORE 2,60,000.00
KARNATAKA JESUIT EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY, BANGALORE 30,00,000.00

TOTAL Rs. 36,10,000.00

G. UNKNOWN:
Unknown remittances in the Bank 06,94,486.29

TOTAL COLLECTIONS RECEIVED:

A. Diocesan Clergy 48,000.00
B. Parishes 6,74,657.00
C. Religious Communities 10,79,940.00
D. Institutions 3,34,326.00
E. Religious Institutions 1,11,670.00 
F. Others 36,10,000.00
G. Unknown 6,34,046.29
     Total Rs.64,92,639.29

CONSOLIDATION OF COLLECTIONS RECEIVED TILL 25.10.2018:

A. Diocesan Clergy 2,43,580.10
B. Parishes 22,04,185.00
C. Religious Communities 22,04,440.00
D. Institutions 19,18,981.00
E. Religious Institutions  5,04,388.00 
F. Others 89,57,000.00
G. Unknown 6,34,046.29
     Total Rs. 1,66,61,620.29
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