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THE JUBILEE PRAYER
Father in heaven,

may the faith yu have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,

and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us into
tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.

May those seeds transform from within
both humanity and the whole cosmos

in the sure expectation of
a new heaven and a new earth,

when, with the powers of Evil vanguished,
your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken  in us, Pilgrims of Hope,

a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread

the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed,
be glory and praise for ever.

Amen
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"WALKING TOGETHER IN
FAITH AND HOPE"

My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you
all!

It is almost a month since I began my ministry as
 Bishop here in the Diocese of Mysore, and in this

short time, I have already experienced the deep faith,
sincere warmth, and great generosity of our priests,
religious, and lay faithful. I thank God for entrusting
this sacred responsibility to me and for calling me to
serve you as your shepherd. I place on record the
sincere appreciation and gratitude of the whole
diocese to Archbishop Bernard Moras who skilfully
steered the ship in the interim period with a steady,
systematic and strong hand at the helm. I am also
grateful to the selfless service and the tireless toil of
our Vicar General and the members of the Episcopal
curia, but for whose patience, forbearance and
understanding, this initial month of my ministry would
not have been so smooth.
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Journeying Together as One Family: Pope Francis
of happy and holy memory, used to constantly
remind us that the Church is a "synodal Church" - As
your bishop, I come among you not to govern from a
distance but to walk beside you as a companion in
faith, fellowship, charity and service. Together, let us
build a Church that listens, heals, responds,
reconciles and reaches out - indeed, a Church that
reflects the compassion and mercy of Christ.

Priorities for Our Diocese: During the past one
month I have been quite busy. I have had to keep the
earlier engagements that were accepted long before
my transfer was finalised. I have also visited one or
two places within the Mysore Diocese and have had
a series of meetings both with official bodies and
individuals. In the months ahead, I wish to meet
personally you, our priests, religious communities,
and lay leaders, to listen to your experiences,
expectations, joys, and challenges. This will help us
discern together how best to serve our people and
strengthen the pastoral life of our diocese. I will soon
draw up a systematic plan for my "getting-to-know"
visists to the entire diocese and widely disseminate
it. Till then, please be patient with me.

In the mean time, let us pay special attention to
these four areas of pastoral focus:

1. Renewal of Parishes: Let every parish be a vibrant
center of faith, fervour, fellowship and fruitfulness,
so as to be a powerful witness for evangelization
and communion, where faith is celebrated with joy
and unity, lived with commitment and fraternity,
and shared with conviction and zeal.
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2. Accompaniment of Youth and Families: Our young
people are a great gift to the Church. Let us
accompany them with understanding, empathy,
trust and love, while strengthening our families,
which, Pope John Paul II called "the domestic
Church". They are also cradles of faith and
nurseries of vocations.

3. Care for the Poor and Creation: In the spirit of Laudato
Si and Fratelli Tutti, may our diocese witness to
solidarity, justice, and care for creation, standing
close to the poor and the marginalized. Recently, our
Holy Father Pope Leo XIV reminded us of the words
of Pope Francis: "Never forget the poor".

4. Formation and Prayer: Continuous formation of
our clergy, religious, and laity is essential. Let us
remain rooted in prayer, in the Word of God, in the
Sacraments, especially the sacrament of
reconciliation and the Eucharist, which is the
source of our strength and unity.

Building a Community of Faith and Love: Being a
Bishop is not a "one man's job". I cannot shepherd
this diocese alone. I need your active and generous
collaboration, your ardent and unceasing prayers,
and your unfailing and unstinted goodwill. The
Church grows when all her members take
responsibility for her life and mission. Let us foster a
climate of mutual trust, respect, and cooperation so
that our diocese truly becomes a family of faith and
a sign of hope for all.

Inspiration, Integration and Inculturation:
November begins, for us Catholics, with a reminder
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and celebration of a central article of our creed, the
communion of saints and of all the baptised. May all
the rituals and rubrics of the first two days of this
month be a powerful call to all of us to do our best to
strengthen the bonds of brotherhood among us. For
us in Karnataka, the month begins with "Karnataka
Rajyotsava". We who are placed by Providence at the
service of the people of this "Cultural Capital" of the
State, are called to imbibe and incarnate the
powerfully and profoundly moving words of our
"Nada Geethe" and to rededicate ourselves to the
inculturation of the Gospel as  an essential aspect of
our mission to proclaim the Good News and to serve
the  People  of  God.

As we prepare for the holy seasons of Advent and
Christmas, let us renew our hearts in the joy of the
Gospel. May the Child Jesus, who came to dwell
among us, becoming totally one with our humanity,
fill our hearts, homes, parishes and apostolic
institutions with peace, love, and unity.

I commend all of you to the loving intercession of
Mary, Mother of the Church, and invoke God's
blessings upon each of you.

Assuring you of my prayers

Fraternally yours in Christ,

  Francis Serrao SJ
      Bishop of Mysore
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IMPORTANT EVENTS

SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS - 1 NOVEMBER 2025

As we celebrate the glorious Solemnity of All
Saints, our hearts are lifted in joy and gratitude for
the countless men and women who faithfully walked
the path of holiness and now share in the eternal glory
of heaven. Today, the Church invites us not only to
honor the canonized saints known to us, but also the
countless unknown saints-ordinary people who lived
extraordinary lives through their faith, charity, and
perseverance in daily challenges. The Feast of All
Saints reminds us of our own universal call to
holiness. Sainthood is not reserved only for a few; it
is the vocation of every baptized Christian.

In this Jubilee Year of Hope 2025, the saints shine
as beacons of hope, showing us that holiness is
possible in every state of life-whether in the family,
religious life, priesthood, or the lay mission in the
world. Let us seek their intercession so that we too
may reflect Christ 's love and mercy in our
communities.

May this great feast renew our desire to follow
Christ wholeheartedly. Let us walk together, inspired
by the saints, on the path that leads to eternal joy.
May Mary, Queen of All Saints, accompany us on our
journey toward holiness.

Wishing you all a blessed Feast of All Saints
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KARNATAKA RAJYOTHSAVA - 1 NOVEMBER 2025
As we joyfully celebrate Karnataka Rajyothsava

2025, we thank God for the rich cultural, spiritual, and
linguistic heritage of Karnataka. Kannada is not only
a language but a living expression of the values of
peace, harmony, and devotion that are deeply rooted
in our communities. On this auspicious day, let us
pray for the prosperity of our state and for all its
people to live in unity and brotherhood. May the Lord
bless Karnataka with justice, peace, and progress,
and may each of us be committed to building a
society founded on love and service.

Wishing you all Happy Karnataka Rajyothsava
ALL SOULS DAY - 2 NOVEMBER 2025

As we observe All Souls' Day, we remember with
deep faith and tender devotion all our departed
brothers and sisters who have gone before us marked
with the sign of faith. The Church invites us to pray
fervently for the souls in purgatory, trusting in the
infinite mercy of God who purifies, heals, and
prepares them for eternal union with Him. This day
is not only a commemoration of the dead but a
profound expression of our belief in the communion
of saints and the hope of resurrection. Let us visit
cemeteries, offer Holy Mass, rosaries, and personal
sacrifices for the departed, especially for those who
have no one to pray for them. May our prayers be a
bridge of love that lifts souls closer to heavenly glory.
In remembering them, we are reminded of our own
call to holiness and readiness to meet the Lord. May
the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy
of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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WORLD DAY OF THE POOR - 16 NOVEMBER 2025

Pope Francis established the World Day of the Poor
in 2017 to call attention to poverty as a matter of
human dignity, not just economics. This year, the 9th
World Day of the Poor is set to be observed on Sunday,
16 November 2025. The theme chosen by Pope Leo
XIV for that day is: "You are my hope" (taken from
Psalm 71:5).

Pope Leo begins by reflecting on how this line from
the psalm grows out of a heart weighed by troubles
and calamities, yet still open and confident in God.
He emphasizes that hope in God does not disappoint.

On this World Day of the Poor, I invite every heart
to open itself to Christ who is present in the suffering
and forgotten. The poor are not a burden but a treasure
for the Church, calling us to live the Gospel with
authenticity. Let us walk together in solidarity,
sharing what we have, restoring dignity, and building
a world where no one is left behind. In the face of
poverty, let us respond with love, not words alone,
but concrete actions of mercy and justice."

For the message of the Holy Father for the 9thworld
day of the poor, please refer ANNEXURE-I

FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING

We celebrate the Feast of Christ the King on
Sunday, November 23, 2025, marking the end of the
liturgical year 2024-25.

As we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, King of the Universe, we are reminded that
Christ's kingship is not one of power and domination,
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but of love, mercy, and service. His throne is the
Cross, and His crown is of thorns - signs of a King
who reigns through humility and self-giving. In a
world often driven by pride, greed, and division, the
feast of Christ the King invites us to renew our
allegiance to Him who came "not to be served, but to
serve." As we near the close of the Jubilee Year of
Hope 2025, let us place our lives, families, and
communities under the reign of Christ, allowing His
peace and justice to guide our hearts. As we
conclude this liturgical year, let us renew our
commitment to Christ's Kingdom and allow His love
and guidance to shape our actions in the year ahead.
May we faithfully live out the Gospel and bring His
light to the world. May His Kingdom of truth, life,
holiness, grace, justice, love, and peace grow ever
stronger within us and in our world.

Christ the King, reign in our hearts and in our
world!

ADVENT SEASON

As we begin the holy season of Advent on 30
November 2025, we enter a time of joyful expectation
and spiritual preparation for the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Advent invites us to renew our faith,
deepen our hope, and open our hearts to God's love.
Let us journey together in prayer, repentance, and
acts of compassion, becoming true witnesses of
Christ's light in our families, parishes, and society.
May this season lead us to a grace-filled Christmas,
where Christ is born anew in our hearts and
communities. Let us prepare the way of the Lord with
joy and vigilance.
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CLERGY RECOLLECTION

The Diocese has organized a priest's recollection
in the season of Advent on and in preparation for
Christmas on Wednesday, 3rd December 2025 at
St. Joseph’s Cathedral. The recollection will begin at
10.00 am with talk, confession, Holy Mass and end
with lunch.

All the priests working in the Diocese including
the religious are expected to attend the recollection.
On that day we will celebrate, and exchange
Christmas and New Year wishes with each other.

CHRISTMAS

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
among those whom He favours" (Lk 2:14).

As we joyfully celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord
Jesus Christ in this Jubilee Year of Hope, I extend to
each one of you my heartfelt greetings of peace, joy,
and divine blessing. Christmas is the radiant
proclamation that God has come to dwell among us,
not in power and majesty, but in humility and love,
born in a manger to bring salvation and hope to all
humanity.

In the midst of the uncertainties of our world -
marked by wars, divisions, and economic challenges
- Christmas invites us to fix our eyes on the Child
Jesus, the Prince of Peace, who dispels the darkness
of fear with the light of faith. His birth reassures us
that God has not abandoned His people, but walks
with us, carrying our burdens and leading us toward
a future of grace. In this Jubilee Year of Hope, Christ
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comes as the Light that dispels darkness, the Prince
of Peace who heals divisions, and the Saviour who
brings reconciliation, justice, and love to a wounded
world. Let this holy season inspire us to open our
hearts to God's mercy, to embrace the poor and the
marginalized, and to become instruments of peace
in our families, parishes, and society. May the Infant
Jesus bless every home with joy, unity, and divine
grace. I wish you all a blessed Christmas and a grace-
filled New Year 2026.

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY - 28 DECEMBER 2025
As we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family of

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, we are reminded that the
family is the cradle of faith, love, and peace. The Holy
Family stands before us as the perfect model of unity,
obedience to God's will, and selfless love. In a world
troubled by division and moral challenges, our
families are called to reflect the light of Christ through
prayer, mutual respect, and the joy of living together
in God's grace.

May every family in our diocese be strengthened
to become a domestic church where Christ is
welcomed, the Gospel is lived, and love is shared
generously. Let us ask the intercession of the Holy
Family to guide and protect all families, especially
those facing difficulties.

A
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ADIEU TO ARCHBISHOP BERNARD MORAS

I take this opportunity to express my heartfelt
 gratitude to Most Rev. Bernard Moras,

Archbishop Emeritus of Bangalore, who, even after
his retirement, graciously accepted the Holy Father's
appointment as the Apostolic Administrator of the
Diocese of Mysore. With great pastoral zeal, wisdom,
and fatherly care, he guided this diocese, ensuring
unity, stability, and spiritual growth. His tireless efforts
to put things in order, to strengthen pastoral
structures, and to foster communion among the
clergy and faithful are deeply appreciated. On behalf
of the entire diocesan family, I extend to him our
sincere thanks and prayers that the Lord may bless
him abundantly with good health, peace, and joy in
his continuing ministry.

INSTALLATION OF BISHOP FRANCIS SERRAO SJ

It has been a few weeks since my installation as
the Bishop of Mysore on the 7th of October 2025, a
day that will remain etched in my heart with deep
gratitude and joy. The celebration of that historic and
grace-filled moment was a visible sign of the unity,
faith, and love that characterize our diocese.

I wish to place on record my sincere thanks to
everyone who worked tirelessly for the success of
the installation ceremony. I am deeply grateful to the
organizing committee, the priests, religious, and lay
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collaborators who coordinated every detail of the
liturgical celebration, logistics, hospitality, music,
decorations, and media coverage. Your dedication
and teamwork reflected the beauty of our
communion in the service of Christ and His Church.

A special word of appreciation goes to those who
contributed financially and in kind towards the
arrangements and expenses of the celebration. Your
generosity and goodwill made it possible for us to
conduct the event with dignity and grace. May the
Lord, who sees the goodness of your hearts, reward
you abundantly.

SERVANT OF GOD RAJENDRA SWAMY SHRINE

With a heart filled with gratitude to God, I recall
the grace-filled celebration of the Holy Mass offered
by Most Rev. Leopoldo Girelli, Apostolic Nuncio to
India and Nepal, at the Shrine of the Servant of God
Rajendra Swamy in Chikkarasinakere on 8th October
2025. The presence of the Apostolic Nuncio among
us was a special blessing for our diocese, affirming
our communion with the Holy Father and the
Universal Church.

I also express my deep appreciation to Most Rev.
Peter Machado, Archbishop of Bangalore, and Most
Rev. Bernard Moras, Archbishop Emeritus of
Bangalore, for their gracious participation in this
solemn Eucharistic celebration, a large number of
our priests. Their presence added joy and spiritual
depth to this memorable event.

My sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Patrick Xavier, the
Parish Priest of Chikkarasinakere, for his dedicated
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leadership, meticulous planning, and wholehearted
cooperation in organizing this significant liturgical
celebration. I also extend my gratitude to the
religious sisters, well-wishers, and all the faithful who
worked tirelessly and joyfully to make the
celebration a truly prayerful and well-organized
event.

A word of thanks is due to all those who contributed
in various ways - through their time, talents, and
resources - towards the smooth conduct of the
celebration, the arrangements for the guests, and the
beautification of the shrine premises. Your generosity,
devotion, and spirit of collaboration truly reflected
the faith and unity of our diocesan family.

May the Servant of God Rajendra Swamy, whose
holy life continues to inspire us, intercede for all who
participated and contributed to this event. May the
Lord bless you all abundantly for your faith,
generosity, and love for the Church. May God the
Almighty grant us the blessing of elevation of the
Servant of God Rajendra Swamy to the status of
Sainthood at the earliest.

NEW BELFRY AT MARIAPURA

With deep joy and gratitude to God, the newly built
Belfry of St Mary's Church, Mariapura, was solemnly
blessed on 07/09/2025 by Most Rev. Dr Thomas
Anthony Vazhapilly, Bishop Emeritus of Mysore. The
inauguration was gracefully carried out by Rev. Fr.
Anil Karackavayalil CM, Provincial Superior of the
South Indian Province.
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I thank Rev. Fr John Victor, the Parish priestfor his
dedicated leadership, tireless efforts and visionary
guidance in bringing this project to completion. I also
thank all the donors for helping us to complete the
new Bell Tower work.

NEW PRESBYTERY AT OLD KESARE

With profound joy and gratitude to Almighty God,
the newly constructed presbytery at St. John Paul II
Church, Old Kesare, was solemnly inaugurated and
blessed on 6 September 2025 by Archbishop
Emeritus Bernard Moras, in the esteemed presence
of the clergy, religious, and faithful of the parish. This
edifice stands as a visible sign of the community's
deep faith, unity, and commitment to the mission of
the Church. It provides a dignified residence for the
shepherd of the parish and facilitates more effective
pastoral ministry. On this auspicious occasion, we
record our sincere appreciation and heartfelt
gratitude to Rev. Fr. Jnana Pragasam, the Parish Priest,
whose vision, leadership, and untiring efforts have
brought this project to completion. We also extend
our deep thanks to all benefactors, parishioners, and
well-wishers for their generous contributions,
support, and prayers.

NEW CHURCH AND PRESBYTERY AT SATHAGALLI

With profound joy and heartfelt gratitude to God,
we joyfully announce the solemn inauguration and
blessing of the newly built Church and Presbytery at
Divine Mercy Church, Saathagalli, held on 26 October
2025. This momentous occasion marks a significant
milestone in the history of the parish, bearing
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witness to the deep faith, unity, and generous
cooperation of parishioners and benefactors.

The solemn ceremony was presided over by Most
Rev. Dr Francis Serrao SJ, theBishop of Mysore, who
celebrated the Holy Eucharist and imparted his
blessing upon the newly consecrated sacred
edifices. The event was graced by the presence of
priests, religious, lay faithful, and invited guests, all
of whom shared in this moment of grace and
thanksgiving.

The newly constructed Church stands as a radiant
symbol of faith and a sanctuary of prayer for
generations to come, while the adjoining Presbytery
will serve as a fitting residence for the parish priest,
ensuring the continued pastoral care and spiritual
guidance of the faithful.

STATUTORY COLLECTION REMISSION

All are reminded to send the stipulated collections
to the Financial Administrator at the earliest. While
thanking you all for sending the collections for
specific purposes, I request those who have not sent
the same, to send them without delay. Let us avoid
last-minute transactions. Please see Annexure II for
the list of statutory collection for the months of
September and October 2025.

A
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ANNEXURE-I

Message of His Holiness Pope Leo for the World
Day of the Poor 2025

Theme: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven" (Mt 5:3)

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

On this World Day of the Poor, the Church once
again turns her gaze to the suffering face of

Christ reflected in the faces of countless men,
women, and children who struggle daily for dignity.
The poor are not outsiders to be feared or burdens
to be avoided-they are our brothers and sisters, living
icons of Jesus who "became poor for our sake, so that
by His poverty we might become rich" (2 Cor 8:9).

In a world marked by economic inequality,
spiritual emptiness, and growing indifference, the cry
of the poor is a sacred call. It is not merely a cry for
material assistance, but a cry to be seen, to be heard,
and to be loved. The true poverty of our world is not
the lack of wealth-it is the lack of compassion.

The Church as a Field Hospital
I urge every parish, every family, and every person

of goodwill to become a "field hospital" of mercy. Our
mission is not only to distribute resources but to
restore hope. When we walk alongside the poor, we
walk on holy ground. We touch the wounds of Christ.
We rediscover the heart of the Gospel.

A Call to Conversion

Material poverty is often the result of injustice,
exploitation, and greed. Spiritual poverty arises when
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hearts are closed to God and neighbor. This Day
challenges us to conversion-away from selfishness,
toward solidarity; away from indifference, toward
fraternity.

To be "poor in spirit" is not to be empty, but to be
free: free from the slavery of possessions, free to love
generously, and free to place our trust in God. The
poor teach us this freedom. In their simplicity,
resilience, and faith, they reveal the true richness of
the Kingdom of Heaven.

Concrete Acts of Love

Let us not limit our concern to one day or one
charitable act. The poor must be at the center of our
communities all year round. Let our homes,
churches, and institutions become places of
welcome-where no one feels like a stranger and no
one is left behind.

I invite the faithful to:

Visit the sick, the lonely, and the forgotten;

Accompany migrants and refugees seeking a new
life in peace;

Stand with families struggling with debt,
unemployment, and hunger;

Defend the dignity of every human person,
especially those who have no voice.

Hope for the World

In the poor, we meet Christ. In serving them, we
serve Him. In loving them, we proclaim the Gospel
more powerfully than with words alone. It is my
prayer that this World Day of the Poor may awaken
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A

in every heart a renewed desire to build a world
where justice reigns, peace flourishes, and love
transforms every human life.

May Mary, Mother of the Poor and Star of Hope,
intercede for us and keep us ever faithful to her Son,
who came to bring Good News to the poor.
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