
MDB 05/2026       MYSORE DIOCESAN BULLETIN        MAY - 2026

Shepherd's Voice
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

Peace and joy of the Lord

The month of May is dedicated to Mary our mother and we honour the Mother of God throughout this
month by celebrating her role in bringing Jesus into the world, and becoming a model of discipleship
for all of us, as we make our pilgrim way on this earth, by guiding our path like the Star of the Ocean.
This devotion focuses on prayer, specifically the Rosary, and acts of love.

Devotion to Mary is an important part of the Catholic spirituality. As our mother she takes care of us,
protects us and intercedes for us with her Divine Son. Because of the devotion to her many people ask
her for help in the most difficult moments of their life as any child does with his mother. Her total
"Yes" to the will of God is an example for us on our own journey of discipleship. Mary is recognized as
a model of faith, trust, and empathy. Mary is a model of faith because of her obedience, humility, and
complete trust in God.

The Church has set aside this entire month to honor Mary, Mother of God, and our mother.  Not just
a day in May, but the entire month. The Mary Month includes thirty daily spiritual exercises honoring
Mary.  There have to be special devotions organized on each day throughout the month.  Key Aspects
of the Month of Mary. A statue of Mary may be adorned with a crown of flowers to honor her as Queen
of Heaven. In each home and also in the parish church setting up a "May altar" and daily praying of
the Rosary could be encouraged. The Rosary is a scripture-based Marian tradition that, when recited
every day during May, shows deep devotion and honors Mary. Reflecting on the virtues of Mary,
including her trust and compassion would be highly recommended. There are several Marian feast
days in May, contributing to the month-long celebration in honor of our Blessed Mother. These may
be celebrated with due solemnity. The focus is on honoring Mary and seeking her intercession to
bring us closer to her son, Jesus. I  leave the details to the pastoral solicitude and the apostolic creativity
of each parish priest.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
The month of May begins with the Church honoring St Joseph the worker, the patron of our diocese.
We need to foster deep devotion to Saint Joseph too among our people. This feast extends the long
relationship between Joseph and the cause of workers in both Catholic faith and devotion. Beginning
in the Book of Genesis, the dignity of human work has long been celebrated as a participation in the
creative work of God. Pope John Paul II in his encyclical "Laborem Exercens" has highlighted this. So
too Pope Francis in his inspiring homilies and discourses. By work, humankind both fulfills the
command found in Genesis to care for the earth (Gn 2:15) and to be productive in their labors. Saint
Joseph, the carpenter and foster father of Jesus, is but one example of the holiness of human labor.

Jesus, too, was a carpenter. He learned the trade from Joseph and spent his early adult years working
side-by-side in Joseph's carpentry shop before leaving to pursue his ministry as preacher and healer.
In his encyclical Laborem Exercens, Pope John Paul II stated: "the Church considers it her task always
to call attention to the dignity and rights of those who work, to condemn situations in which that
dignity and those rights are violated, and to help to guide [social] changes so as to ensure authentic
progress by man and society."
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Month of May - Rosary Month

The month of May is specially dedicated to the
Blessed Virgin Mary, inviting the faithful to
deepen their love for her and seek her
intercession, particularly through the Rosary.
The Rosary is a meaningful prayer that helps
us meditate on the life, death, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ, guiding us to grow in faith,
humility, and obedience.

Families are encouraged to pray the Rosary
together daily, making their homes centres of
prayer and unity. Parishes and small Christian
communities are also called to organize Rosary
gatherings, praying for peace in the world and
harmony in society. In times of difficulty and
uncertainty, the Rosary remains a powerful
source of strength, comfort, and hope, leading
us closer to Christ through the guidance of
Mary.

Feast of St. Joseph the Worker - Patron
of Our Diocese

The Feast of St. Joseph the Worker, celebrated
on May 1, is a joyful occasion for our diocese
as we honour our patron saint, a model of
humility, dedication, and trust in God.
Established by Pope Pius XII in 1955, this feast
highlights the dignity of human labour and the
value of honest work. As a humble carpenter,
St. Joseph shows us that even the simplest
tasks can be offered to God and become a path
to holiness.

As our diocesan patron, we entrust to his care
all workers, families, and those facing
challenges in their livelihood. The faithful are
encouraged to participate in the Holy
Eucharist and seek his intercession, praying for
the grace to imitate his spirit of service,
perseverance, and quiet faith.

EVENTS EPISCOPAL ORDINATION ANNIVER-SARY
OF BP FRANCIS SERRAO

The priests, religious, and faithful of the diocese
joyfully congratulate our beloved shepherd,
Bishop Francis Serrao SJ, on the occasion of his
Episcopal Ordination Anniversary (May 7). We
thank Almighty God for the gift of his dedicated
and inspiring leadership.

Through his ministry, he continues to guide the
people of God with wisdom, humility, and
pastoral care, strengthening our faith and unity.
On this special occasion, we offer our heartfelt
prayers for his good health, strength, and many
more years of fruitful service in the Lord's
vineyard. May the Lord bless him abundantly and
lead us ever closer to Christ. We assure him of
our prayers and filial love.AD MULTOS ANNOS!

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

On May 13, we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of
Fatima, recalling the Blessed Virgin Mary's loving
appearances to three shepherd children in
Fatima, Portugal. Her message of prayer,
repentance, and conversion continues to be
relevant today. Through her call to pray the
Rosary and turn back to God, she invites us to
become instruments of peace in our families and
communities, reminding us that true peace
begins with a life of faith and trust in God.

On this feast, I encourage all the faithful of our
diocese to renew their devotion to the Blessed
Virgin Mary, especially through the Rosary. Let
us pray for peace in the world, for those who
suffer, and for the conversion of hearts. May Our
Lady of Fatima intercede for us and lead us closer
to her Son, Jesus Christ.

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF
THE LORD

As we celebrate the Solemnity of the Ascension
of the Lord on 17 May 2026, we reflect on the
moment when the Risen Christ returned to the

Joseph is held up as a model of such work. Pius XII emphasized this when he said, "The spirit flows
to you and to all men from the heart of the God-man, Savior of the world, but certainly, no worker
was ever more completely and profoundly penetrated by it than the foster father of Jesus, who lived
with Him in closest intimacy and community of family life and work." This silent saint, who was
given the noble task of caring and watching over the Virgin Mary and Jesus, now cares for and watches
over the Church and models for all the dignity of human work.

May Mother Mary and St Joseph bless all of us in this diocese and obtain for us all the blessings and
graces we need.

Francis Serrao, SJ
     Bishop of Mysore
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Father, entrusting His mission to the Church.
This feast, observed forty days after Easter, is
not a farewell but a call to deeper faith and active
witness. Before ascending, Jesus commanded
His disciples to proclaim the Good News to all
nations - amission that continues today through
each one of us, as we bear witness to hope, truth,
and love in our daily lives.

The Ascension reminds us that although Christ
is no longer physically present, He remains with
us in the Eucharist, in His Word, and in the life
of the Church. It also lifts our hearts toward our
final destiny of sharing in His glory. On this
solemn occasion, I invite all the faithful to renew
their commitment to the Gospel and to live with
courage and conviction, trusting in His promise:
"I am with you always, until the end of the age."

SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST

We joyfully celebrate the Solemnity of Pentecost
on 24 May 2026, when the Holy Spirit
descended upon the Apostles, giving them
courage to proclaim the Gospel. This event
marks the birth of the Church and the beginning
of her mission.

Transformed by the Holy Spirit, the once fearful
disciples became bold witnesses to Christ. The
same Spirit is given to us today, calling us to live
our faith and bring hope, unity, and love into
our communities.

On this solemn day, I invite all the faithful to
open their hearts to the Holy Spirit and pray for
His guidance, that we may live as true disciples
and courageous witnesses.

SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY
TRINITY

With joy we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most
Holy Trinity on 31 May 2026, a central mystery
of our Christian faith. We profess our belief in
one God in three Persons - theFather, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit - a communion of perfect
love. Through the Son, we come to know the
Father, and through the Holy Spirit, we are
drawn into this divine communion. The Trinity
is not only a truth to believe, but a way of life
that calls us to live in unity, self-giving love, and
harmony.

In a world often marked by division, the Most
Holy Trinity stands as a model of perfect
relationship. As disciples of Christ, we are
invited to reflect this love through compassion,
forgiveness, and service. On this solemnity, I

encourage all the faithful to deepen their
relationship with God through prayer and active
participation in the life of the Church. May our
lives reflect the love of the Father, the grace of
the Son, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.

CATECHISTS & SACRISTANS GET-
TOGETHER

The Catechists & Sacristans Get-Together was
held on 9th April 2026 at the Catholic Centre,
Mysuru, bringing together 87 participants from
9 deaneries. Fr. Joseph Marie conducted a
session on liturgical norms, stressing the
importance of reverence and adherence to proper
practices in the celebration of the liturgy. Bishop
Francis Serrao SJ spoke on the significance of the
Year of Faith, highlighting the common
priesthood received through Baptism and
underlining the central role of the liturgy and
sacraments in Christian life. An interactive
session provided an opportunity for participants
to clarify their doubts and deepen their
understanding. The programme concluded with
an evaluation led by Fr. Arul Selva Kumar. The
gathering proved to be enriching and
strengthened the participants' commitment to
their ministry in the Church.

UNNATI Vocation Camp

Mysuru, April 12, 2026: The Diocese of Mysore
organized "UNNATI - Progress," a three-day
Career Orientation and Vocation Camp for SSLC
students from April 10-12 at Mathias Auditorium,
Mysuru, with 186 participants.

Organized by the Faith Formation, Vocation &
Formation, and Education Commissions, the
camp combined career guidance with spiritual
formation. Centred on the themes God's Love,
God's Call, and My Response, it featured input
sessions, group activities, counselling, prayer,
and exposure visits, helping students discern
their future with clarity.

Bishop Francis Serrao SJ and Msgr. Anthappa
M., the new Vicar General of the Diocese of
Mysore, guided the participants through the
Eucharistic celebration and inspiring messages.
Coordinated by Fr. Edward Philip SJ and Fr. Arul
Selva Kumar, with the support of Jesuit Fathers
and volunteers, the camp proved to be a fruitful
and enriching experience, deepening faith and
inspiring purposeful living.

NEWS



DIOCESAN YOUTH CONVENTION,
HONGIRANA - TO RADIATE CHRIST".

The Youth Commission of the Diocese of
Mysore organized the Diocesan Youth
Convention 2026, "Hongirana - To Radiate
Christ," under the theme "Living Faith," from
18-20 April 2026 at St. Philomena's College.
Around 560 youth from across the diocese
participated in this vibrant three-day gathering
focused on faith formation, leadership,
fellowship, and spiritual renewal.

The inaugural programme was presided over
by Rev. Msgr. M. Anthappa, with Chief Guest
Mr. Elisha Andrew encouraging the youth to
live their faith with integrity and responsibility.
The Eucharistic celebrations, led by Most Rev.
Dr. Francis Serrao SJ and Most Rev. Dr.
Thomas Vazhapilly, inspired the participants to
remain rooted in Christ and witness to the
Gospel.

A key highlight was the series of choice-based
workshops on topics such as vocation, digital
holiness, relationships, catechism, evangeli-
zation, and emotional well-being, offering
practical guidance for today's challenges. The
convention concluded with a valedictory
programme in the presence of Fr. Leslie Moras
and Fr. Aswin. Organized under the leadership
of Rev. Fr. Maria Xavier Sunil and Mr. Jerome
Immanuel, the event ended on a note of
renewed zeal among the youth to truly "Radiate
Christ" in their daily lives.

ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD
Three of our brothers, Deacons Ashwin Rohan
Barnis from Virgin of Poor Shrine,
Bannimantap; Jayanth from Infant Jesus
Church, Pusphagiri; Jithun Joseph from
St. Joseph's Church, P.G. Palya will be ordained
priests for the Diocese of Mysore on Thursday

ANNOUNCEMENTS

21 May 2026 at 10.00 am at St. Joseph's
Cathedral, Mysuru. I thank the Parents of the
New Priests for offering their sons for the services
of the Church, and wish God's choicest blessings
on the ordinandi.

YEAR OF FAITH 2026

DIOCESAN COMMISSION ACTIVITIES
(MAY 2026)

1. Family Life Commission
Diocesan Level Marriage Prepar-ation
Programme

Date: 09th & 10th May 2026

Place: Catholic Centre, Mysuru

2. Liturgy & Bible Commission
Bible & Liturgical Instruction Class for
Laity

Date: 17th May 2026

Time: 9:30 AM

Place: Catholic Centre, Mysuru

3. Commission for Vocation &
Formation

Kannada Kammatta for Diocesan
Major Seminarians

Date : 06th to 12th May 2026

Place: St. Mary's Minor Seminary

4. Faith Formation Commission /
Catechetical Commission

Orientation Programme for Parish &
School Catechism Coordinators and
Missionary Childhood Association

Date: 25th May 2026

Time: 10:00 AM

Place: Catholic Centre, Mysuru
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NEW PUBLICATIONS
Rev. Fr Dayananda Prabhu has published two books in Kannada – one on the life of
St. Anthony of Padua and the other on the life of Servant of God Rajendra Swamy.
The author has made commendable efforts to gather the necessary information, compile it
thoughtfully, and present it in these publications.“While appreciating his dedicated work,
I warmly encourage all of you to procure a copy, read these books, and inspire others to do the
same. Copies are available at the religious book stalls in the Cathedral and at the Virgin of the
Poor Church premises.
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SANMAARGI - Diocesan Bishop’s House
# 3845/M2, Nelson Madela Road, Raajamaarga, Near Highway Circle, Bannimantap ‘C’ Layout, Mysuru - 570 015,

14

BIRTHDAYS  OF PRIESTS IN THE MONTH OF MAY

Rev. Fr James Dominic 04-05-1966
Rev. Fr Manuel D'Souza 06-05-1981
Rev. Fr Joseph C. P. 15-05- 1938
Rev. Fr Naveen Kumar K. 15-05-1993
Rev. Fr Irudayraj A. 17-05-1985
Rev. Fr William E. Pinto 18-05-1948
Rev. Fr Arogya Swamy R. 21-05-1957
Rev. Fr Lourdu Prasad 25-05-1962
Rev. Fr Gilson MC 25-05-1978
Rev. Fr Chatla Joseph MoC 25-05-1990
Rev. Fr Joseph Charles K. 27-05-1967
Rev. Fr Soosai A. 27-05-1972
Rev. Fr Anthony Clifford 28-05-1991
Rev. Fr Leslie Moras 31-05-1955
Rev. Fr Jnana Pragasam 31-05-1984


